Effect of aging on vulnerability of striatal D1 and D2 dopamine receptor-containing neurons to kainic acid.
Kainic acid lesions elicit reductions in ligand binding to both D1 and D2 striata dopamine receptors in young and old rats. Relative reductions are greatest for both receptors in young animals than old. In addition, D1 receptor binding is reduced more than D2 at both ages. These findings support the idea that those dopamine receptor neurons lost during aging may reside in a kainic acid sensitive population.